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Abstract

Adaptive optics (AO) is essential in the Extremely Large Telescopes (ELT) era to reach
their scientific goals in terms of accuracy and sensitivity (1). Similarly, AO is fundamen-
tal to boosting the performance of future ground-satellite optical communications (2) and
improving space situational awareness (3). Owing to these new challenges for AO systems,
innovations can be carried out by taking advantage of cutting-edge sensor technologies based
on non-traditional principles. That is the case of the event-based cameras, which use a
dynamic vision sensor where every pixel works independently and asynchronously so that
each one quantizes local relative intensity changes to generate spike events (4). Due to its
high acquisition speed and dynamic range, this sensor appears as a promising alternative to
be incorporated in a pyramidal wavefront sensor (PWFS), leading to a potentially low-cost,
though still sensitive enough, solution. However, a new challenge arises. How to correctly
obtain the interaction matrix of and event-based system? In this work, we test a PWFS
based on an event camera sensor at the PULPOS bench (5), an AO bench that have either
a PWFS made with a 4-face pyramid prism of Zeonex or a digital PWFS, and that can
be stimulated by high-order wavefront aberrations and pupil discontinuities (spiders or sec-
ondary obscuration) with a combination of spatial light modulators (LCOS or DMD) at the
pupil plane. The event data is collected during a fixed emulated integration time to obtain
an equivalent interaction matrix. Samples of the response to some known aberrations are
shown in Fig.1. We are currently investigating its potential and limitations for wavefront
estimations.
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